
 
                                         

Michael L. Printz Award Winners (Comprehensive List) 
 

Awarded to a book that exemplifies literary excellence in young adult literature. 
 

Year Author Title, Call Number & Brief Description 

2017 Lewis, John 

March Book Three 

Interlibrary Loan 

Through relentless direct action, SNCC continues to force the nation to 

confront its own blatant injustice, but for every step forward, the danger 

grows more intense: Jim Crow strikes back through legal tricks, 

intimidation, violence, and death. This book is about the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

2016 Ruby, Laura 

Bone Gap 

YA F RUBY 

Told from alternating viewpoints, Bone Gap perfectly melds elements of 

fairy tales, myths, gothic romance, and magic realism into the story of 

Finn, who lives in a town with gaps in the very fabric of time and place. 

2015 Nelson, Jandy 

I’ll Give You the Sun 

YA F NELSON 

A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told from different points 

in time, and in separate voices, by artists Jude and her twin brother 

Noah. 

2014 
Sedgwick, 

Marcus 

Midwinterblood 

YA F SEDGWICK 

Seven linked vignettes unfold on a Scandinavian island inhabited--

throughout various time periods--by Vikings, vampires, ghosts, and a 

curiously powerful plant. 

2013 Lake, Nick 

In Darkness 

University Holdings 

In the aftermath of the Haitian earthquake, fifteen-year-old Shorty, a 

poor gang member from the slums of Site Soleil, is trapped in the rubble 

of a ruined hospital, and as he grows weaker he has visions and 

memories of his life of violence, his lost twin sister, and of Toussaint 

L'Ouverture, who liberated Haiti from French rule in the 1804. 

2012 
Whaley, John 

Corey 

Where Things Come Back 

University Holdings 

Seventeen-year-old Cullen's summer in Lily, Arkansas, is marked by his 

cousin's death by overdose, an alleged spotting of a woodpecker thought 

to be extinct, failed romances, and his younger brother's sudden 

disappearance. 

2011 Bacigalupi, Paolo 

Ship Breaker 

YA SF BACIGALUPI 

In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from 

grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds a beached clipper 

ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he should strip the 

ship for its wealth or rescue the girl. 

2010 Bray, Libba 

Going Bovine 

YA F BRAY 

In an attempt to find a cure after being diagnosed with Creutzfeldt-

Jakob's (aka mad cow) disease, Cameron Smith, a disaffected sixteen-
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year-old boy, sets off on a road trip with a death-obsessed video gaming 

dwarf he meets in the hospital. 

2009 
Marchetta, 

Melina 

Jellicoe Road 

YA F MARCHETTA 

Abandoned by her drug-addicted mother at the age of eleven, high 

school student Taylor Markham struggles with her identity and family 

history at a boarding school in Australia. 

2008 
McCaughrean, 

Geraldine 

The White Darkness 

YA F MCCAUGHREAN 

I have been in love with Titus Oates for quite a while now—which is 

ridiculous, since he's been dead for ninety years. But look at it this way. 

In ninety years I'll be dead, too, and the age difference won't matter.  

2007 Yang, Gene Luen 

American Born Chinese 

YA F YANG 

Jin Wang starts at a new school where he's the only Chinese-American 

student. When a boy from Taiwan joins his class, Jin doesn't want to be 

associated with an FOB like him. Jin just wants to be an all-American 

boy, because he's in love with an all-American girl. 

2006 Green, John 

Looking for Alaska 

YA F GREEN 

Miles "Pudge" Halter is done with his safe life at home. His whole life has 

been one big non-event, and his obsession with famous last words has 

only made him crave "the Great Perhaps" even more (Francois Rabelais, 

poet). He heads off to the sometimes crazy and anything-but-boring 

world of Culver Creek Boarding School, and his life becomes the opposite 

of safe. Because down the hall is Alaska Young. The gorgeous, clever, 

funny, sexy, self-destructive, screwed up, and utterly fascinating Alaska 

Young. She is an event unto herself. She pulls Pudge into her world, 

launches him into the Great Perhaps, and steals his heart.  

2005 Rosoff, Meg 

How I Live Now 

YA F ROSOFF 

Fifteen-year-old Daisy is sent from Manhattan to England to visit her 

aunt and cousins she’s never met: three boys near her age, and their 

little sister. Her aunt goes away on business soon after Daisy arrives. The 

next day bombs go off as London is attacked and occupied by an 

unnamed enemy. 

2004 Johnson, Angela 

The First Part Last 

YA F JOHNSON 

Bobby is your classic urban teenaged boy -- impulsive, eager, restless. 

On his sixteenth birthday he gets some news from his girlfriend, Nia, that 

changes his life forever. She's pregnant. Bobby's going to be a father. 

Suddenly things like school and house parties and hanging with friends 

no longer seem important as they're replaced by visits to Nia's 

obstetrician and a social worker who says that the only way for Nia and 

Bobby to lead a normal life is to put their baby up for adoption. 

2003 Chambers, Aidan 

Postcards from No Man’s Land 

University Holdings 

Seventeen-year-old Jacob Todd is about to discover himself. Jacob's plan 

is to go to Amsterdam to honor his grandfather who died during World 

War II. He expects to go, set flowers on his grandfather's tombstone, 

and explore the city. But nothing goes as planned. Jacob isn't prepared 
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for love or to face questions about his sexuality. Most of all, he isn't 

prepared to hear what Geertrui, the woman who nursed his grandfather 

during the war, has to say about their relationship. 

2002 Na, An 

Step from Heaven 

YA F NA 

A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and 

adjust to life in America. 

2001 Almond, David 

Kit’s Wilderness 

University Holdings 

Thirteen-year-old Kit goes to live with his grandfather in the decaying 

coal mining town of Stoneygate, England, and finds both the old man and 

the town haunted by ghosts of the past. 

2000 
Myers, Walter 

Dean 

Monster 

YA F MYERS 

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve 

Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the 

form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life 

has taken. 
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